INDUCTION CEREMONY
The Pathfinder INDUCTION CEREMONY admits new Pathfinders of all ages into membership in the local club and into the fellowship of Pathfinder Clubs all over the Southern New England Conference. It is used to inspire Pathfinders with the awesome responsibility of upholding the Pathfinder ideals that they have pledged to live by as well as presenting to them the serious aspects of Pathfindering. The program is meant to be a solemn occasion, however, not boring! The best way to accomplish this it to instill in your Pathfinders early on the importance of the Pledge and Law and allow them to feel like they own a part of the service. This is their chance to SHINE in front of their church family and boasts in a godly manner about the club which, for many, makes all the difference in their lives. Most often, this is a candlelight service of dedication, but it does not have to be that way. Gauge how receptive your home church would be to such a program and adapt the following to meet your specific needs.

PREPARATION

Center a large table with a smaller one directly in front of it at the Induction Ceremony site. Center a large Pathfinder emblem on the wall directly behind the table. The Pledge and Law banners are located on the right and left of the Pathfinder emblem respectively. Place a 15" candle representing the “Spirit of Pathfindering” in the center of the table. In front of the Pathfinder spirit candle place six 10" foundation candles representing the progressive Pathfinder level colors.  Eight white 8" candles are placed in front of the Pathfinder Law banner on the Pathfinder table, and seven white 8" candles are placed in front of the Pledge banner on the Pathfinder table.

Display the American flag to the right of the table. Pathfinder flag to the left of the table. Have ready in holders on the table a 4" candle for each person to be inducted.

Setting up does not constitute total preparation! PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE! If you want to make this program run smoothly and be a total success.

Induction Theme–Outline to the candidates to be inducted and special guests the program procedure and its meaning to the local Pathfinder Club.

CEREMONY

Director: “I hereby declare the induction ceremony of the _________________ club is now in order. The room is darkened as the Spirit of Pathfindering candle is lit. For the light of our program we turn to the represented by the candle which have just been lit. They are the spirit of reverence, training, adventure, fun, learning, awareness, and awakening to God and man. This candle is not complete, however. Will the following Pathfinder staff please come forward?” The director then calls the names of the staff that will light the eight foundation candles while giving the appropriate meaning for the level represented by the candles lit.

Friend: Friends learn skills that will help them be better neighbors now and (Blue) friends of God throughout eternity.

Companion: Companions explore ways to build a more meaningful and fulfilling (Red) companionship with Jesus Christ every hour of the day.

Explorer: Explorers adventure into God’s Word and His created works. (Green)

Ranger: Rangers open up new areas of discovery in the natural and (Gray) spiritual world to secure true and genuine happiness.

Voyager: Voyagers acquire a wholesome self-concept and Christian lifestyle (Burgundy) by studying their personal physical, mental, cultural, and spiritual development.

Guide: Guides grow in knowledge about the Spirit of Prophecy as they

(Yellow) discover their place as leaders in society.

Master Guide: Master Guides helps our young people to acquire a greater 
(Gold) knowledge in the spiritual, physical and mental areas of Pathfinder Ministries, it allows them to develop leadership skills and establish a closer relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Director: These candles are symbolic of the good of the Pathfinder program emphasizing the high ideals for which it stands and the growth that the Pathfinder will make as a club member.

PLEDGE AND LAW

Director: The Pledge and Law propose a Christian standard of living which all Pathfinders should strive to uphold. The Induction Ceremony is meant to inspire new members and remind the old just what this means to them.

In continuation, the procedure is repeated only with the Pathfinders which salute and light their Law candle from the “Spirit of Pathfindering.” After he or she replaces their candle, he again salutes the director and repeats,

“Sir, on behalf of the candidates, we pledge to”–(repeats from the following according to the candle he has lit):

KEEP THE MORNING WATCH: I will have prayer and personal Bible study each day.

DO MY HONEST PART: By the power of God, I will help others and do my duty and honest share, wherever I may be.

CARE FOR MY BODY: I will be temperate in all things and strive to reach a high standard of physical fitness.

KEEP A LEVEL EYE: I will not lie, cheat, or deceive, and I will despise dirty talk and evil thinking.

BE COURTEOUS AND OBEDIENT: I will be kind and thoughtful of others, reflecting the love of Jesus in all my associations with others.

WALK SOFTLY IN THE SANCTUARY: During any worship services, I will be quiet, careful, and reverent.

KEEP A SONG IN MY HEART: I will be cheerful and happy and let the influence of my life be as sunshine to others.

GO ON GOD’S ERRANDS: I will always be ready to share my faith and go about doing good as did Jesus.

Director: Once the Law candles have been lit. On behalf of the candidate’s representatives and on behalf of the candidate’s declaration, we accept the pledge and vow to the Law.

The Director then calls the lighting of the Pledge candles. The same procedure as used in the lighting of the Law candles is followed by seven Pathfinders. After each candle is lit, the Pathfinder repeats to the director,

“Sir, on behalf of the candidates, we pledge”–repeats the following according to candle they have lit:
BY THE GRACE OF GOD: As I rely on God to help me, I can do His will.

I WILL BE PURE: I will rise above the wicked world in which I live and keep my life clean with words and actions that will make others happy.

I WILL BE KIND: I will not only be considerate and kind to my fellow men, but also to all of God’s creation.

I WILL BE TRUE: I will be honest and upright in study, work, and play and can always be counted upon to do my very best.

I WILL KEEP THE PATHFINDER LAW: I will seek to understand the meaning of the Law and will strive to live up to it’s spirit, realizing that obedience to law is essential in any organization.

I WILL BE A SERVANT OF GOD: I will pledge myself to serve God first, last, and best in everything I am called upon to be or do.

I WILL BE A FRIEND TO MAN: I will live to bless others and do unto them as I would have them do unto me.

Director: On behalf of the candidate’s representatives and on behalf of the candidate’s declaration, we accept the vow to the Pledge.

Director: Will all the new candidates for membership please step forward. Allow time for them to come to the front, at all times facing them in attention. Please affirm your dedication to these high principles here presented by repeating the Pathfinder Pledge and Law.

Following the repeating of the Pathfinder Pledge and Law by all of the candidates, I hereby declare these candidates to be accepted into the fellowship of the ________ Pathfinder Clubs of the Southern New England Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. You are now being presented a candle (have the deputy director hand each candidate a 4" white candle) which you may now light from the “Spirit of Pathfindering" candles and place it in the candle holder on the front center of the table. Give them time to light all the candles and put in candle holders. Your light is now added to our club, and we charge you in the presence of these Pathfinders to let your light shine before others in the Spirit of Pathfindering. Invite parents or guardians of each one that has been inducted into membership to come forward to the front and stand behind their child.

Give a challenge to the parents or guardians to help these young people reach the high ideals of the club and to encourage them at all times in whatever they try to do. Please bow your heads as we pray that God will give you strength to live up to these high ideals and to be a faithful and loyal club member.
The Deputy Director or pastor leads out in a prayer of consecration for the new members and families while the club stands in prayer attention.
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